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Bangkok Stopover 
0” HER LATEST tour in the Far East, uss Essex (CVA 

Whitehats from Essex were greeted by Thai sailors 
who gave them pointers and escorted them to the inter- 
esting sights of this picturesque city, often called the 
“Venice of Asia” because of the sprawling network of 
canals that stem from the Menam river. 

what Mzinng Thai or Thailand means, pointed out the 
400 strangely contrasting gilded Buddhist temples and 
parks. Huge statues made of porcelain-covered bricks 
gazed down at the Essex crewmen as reminders of the 
days of the Kingdom of Siam whose history goes back 
to the Fifth Century, B.C. 

Upper right: Oriental buildings “catch the eye” of 
Essex sailors touring the parks of the Grand Palace. 
Upper left: Modern building of Amporn Garden is 
mapped by Navyman. Right: Essex crewman looks over 
the souvenir situation. Lower right: Lacy spire of Vat 
Arum stops Navy photogs. Lower left: Thai sailor 
gives Lewis C. McAteer, ADAN, USN, (left) and Robert 
P. Roode, AA, USN, the word on what to see and do. 









(MSO 422), Hold (MSO 424), Bul- 
wark (MSO 425), Dominant (MSO 
431), Detector (MSO 429) and 
Exploit (.\IS0 440) engaged in all 
types of mine sweeping. 

These new ships represent a dras- 
tic change in t h e  design of modem 
vessels, as the Mine Force returns 
from iron ships to wooden ships 
manned by iron men. 

In answer tu the increased sensi- 
tivity of modern mines, the Navy . , 
has produced the non-magnetic mine 
sweepers (see February 1954 issue 
of H~~~~ for details) such as mine sweepers to participate in mine war game, makes passage through Cape. 
those operating with LANTMINEX. 

Of laminated wood construction, handled by chaplains from the Mine- 
these &ips are a far cry from tile craft Base who travelled by small 
earlier wooden ships. These new boat from ship to ship, conducting 
minesweepers are a we]come addi- service during the Lenten season. 
Lion to the Navy and represent a big which bok part in 
‘tep in meeting the threat of large the exercise included: destroyer 
scale enemy mining activities. mine sweepers uss Gherardi (DMS - 

(DMS 25) ; the coast- 
latest “mighty midget” mine sweep- al mille sweepers USS Goldfinch 
ing boats, skippered by Cpos, (MSO(O) 12), & ~ ~ k k  (MSC(O) 
proved their worth in spite of rough 13)9 Grosbeak (MSC(o) 14), 
waters off Cape Homain. They were: (MSC(o) l5)> L o d ~ e t  
M S H - I I ,  under A. H. Tipton, BMC, ( l ISc(O) 49)3 Robin (MSC(0)  
USN; MSB-25, under C. B. McAfoos, 53) and Turkey (Msc(o) 5.6). 
QMC, USN; M S B - ~ ~ ,  T. s. Elliot, Auxiliaries included the repair ship 

QMC, USN; MSH-36, K. A. Stephens, teams of “Disposaleers” from ExplO- 
bMc uSN; MSR-35, L. N. Blodgett, USS Minotaur (ARL 15) and three 

BMC, US%; MSR-37,  F. J. Rathsam, Ordnance Disposal Unit Two; 
BMC, USN; A4SB-42, J. M. Butts, 
QMC, u ~ ~ ;  and A4SB-43, \vith J. w. served as helicopter ports for Groups 

80 and 81 of HU-2, Lakehurst, N. J. 
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ensive maneuvers. Above: Plane releases aerial mine into water. 

SST-2 also participated. 
Two net tenders uss Tunxis (AN 

90) and Yazoo (AN 92) planted 
marker buoys showing the channel 
limits, while a mine hunting unit with 
uss Oriole (MHC 33) and Harkness 
(MHC 12) conducted the search for 
and location of the mine fields. 

Although continuously at sea dur- 
ing the entire exercise which began 
on 7 March and ended 4 April, crew- 
men of the units enjoyed most of the 
conveniences of modern living 
ashore. Daily mail service by heli- 
copter kept them in touch with fami- 
lies at home, Charleston papers were 
delivered daily, and current movie 
films were shown. Medical facilities 
were provided by Atlantic Fleet 
Mine Force doctors assigned to the 
task groups and spiritual welfare and 
guidance needs of the personnel were 
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WELTERWEIGHT winner Barrett (left) moves in on Army’s Lane. Lightweight Toran, (left) upsets AF ex-champ Hornsby. 

and cornered Morton. In a vicious 
exchange that had the 3300 specta- 
tors on their feet, Medley came out 
none the worse for wear and it was 
quite evident that the. steam was 
now out of Morton’s punches. Med- 
ley, who is a combination boxer- 
slugger, outslugged the airman as he 
went on to win the light welterweight 
title. 

At intermission time, at the end of 
five bouts, Navy boxers had been in 
three scraps and had come through 
with flying colors in two. Not bad for 
a team that no one had suspected 
even had a chance. 

Larry Barrett, SN, USN, of uss 
Codes (DE 685), and the Army’s 
Pearce Lane opened activities after 
intermission. 

Lane was former NCAA welter- 
weight champion from Michigan 
State. Barrett probably didn’t realize 
this, or else wasn’t impressed, as he 
outboxed the cagy Lane and won the 
title on a split decision. 

Lane might have had a slight ad- 
vantage with his heavier punch but 
Barrett was able to overcome this 
by keeping his left glove in Lane’s 
face. Although Lane drew blood in 
the first, Barrett was more effective 
with a good left jab and hard right 
that varied from overhand to hook 
and from head to body. 

The second round was about even, 
with Lane scoring mostly with a 
vicious left hook. The lanky Barrett 
stayed at long range this round, scor- 
ing with lefts and rights to the head 
and then moving in to rain punish- 
ing blows to the body. 

Barrett was sent reeling in the 
third by a powerful left hook by Lane 
but he effectively tied up the Army 
boxer. The courageous destroyer 
sail-or hung on and then jumped to 
the offensive to pummel Lane and 

win a popular split decision and the 
welterweight title. 

Three victories in four fights and 
Navy is now in the lead. Air Force 
and Marines have long been out of 
the running and now the Army squad 
has to come through with some good 
victories to take the team title. 

Rudy Sawyer, TN, USN, of uss 
Stephen Potter (DD 538), made the 
soldiers’ task even tougher as he took 
a unanimous decision victory over 
doughboy Willie Russell for the light 
middleweight championship. 

Both Sawyer and Russell began 
cautiously, each having suffered a 
cut eye in previous fights. After about 
a minute, Russell threw caution to 
the wind and began flailing Sawyer. 
This only served to ignite the slow- 
starting Sawyer to assume the of- 
fensive and deck the soldier with a 
left hook and right cross to the head. 
Russell was up at the count of five 
and regained his now rubbery legs, 
but Sawyer couldn’t seem to set up 
his man $or the KO. 

In one of the fastest fights up to 
this time, Russell and Sawyer con- 
tinued to punish one another but 
Russell held the edge in the second 
round. Both boxers set such a fast 
pace that conditioning was the key 
to victory. 

It was two tired fighters that an- 
swered the bell for the third time, 
but both were still quite dangerous. 
Russell tried awfully hard, knowing 
that the first round knockdown he 
suffered would go bad for him. But 
Sawyer took the best the soldier 
could throw, returning the treatment 
double. 

Sawyer, rated as one of the class- 
iest amateurs in the U. S., couldn’t 
seem to really unwind, but his su- 
perior ring savvy, and just plain ole 
blood and guts gain him a unanimous 
decision over the weary soldier. 

Seven bouts gone now, and Navy 
has w n  four championships. Army 
is really under the gun. And their 
cause is not aided in the slightest 
when the only Marine in the finals, 
defending middleweight champion 
Richie HiII, opens a cut above the 
eye of soldier George Harrell to score 
a TKO in 43 seconds of the third 
round. 

Two fights left, each pitting a 
sailor against a soldier. All the Navy 
fighters have to do is win one of the 
two to gain the championship. In the 
light-heavy encounter, four-time All- 
Navy champion Charley Butler, of 
uss Sierru (AD 18)) goes against 
Jimmy Boyd. 

The taller Boyd gains the offensive 
in the first round, scoring quickly 
with overhand rights and left hooks 
to Butler’s head. But the veteran But- 
ler covers well and comes back late 
in the round to punish Boyd with left 
jabs then moving in to score with 
rights to the body. 

In the second, Butler just plain 
runs out of luck. He’s caught with a 
punch to the lower mid-section, but 
fights back valiantly. Then late in 
the round, Butler loses his footing 
on the slippery canvas and goes down 
to one knee. 

The referee must have thought that 
a punch put him down because 
Charley has to take the automatic 
eight count. 

It was a fighting mad Charley But- 
ler that came out in the third to whale 
the dayIights out of the back-pedal- 
ing Boyd. Butler finally corners the 
Army man and blasts him with ter- 
rific lefts and rights to the head and 
body. As the soldier attempts to move 
out of the corner, he’s caught with a 
left uppercut to the button that drops 
him to the canvas. 

Apparently the referee felt that 
Boyd had slipped, since Butler didn’t 
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PLANE CAPTAl 
fuel line leaka 
Below: Engine 

(1 1 , I I ,  

WIT 

checks for 
rd P5M-2. 
for check. is started 

AFTER LANDING, iob of plane captain and crew is to attach beaching gear. 

lane to Sea EM’S Job 
WHITE HATS HOLD down big jobs 

as plane captains in the Navy. 
At Patuxent River Naval Air Test 
Station, for example, the plane cap- 
tain, together with his crew is re- 
sponsible for preparing for flight and 
securing one of the Navy’s newest 
planes undergoing tests to determine 
its final acceptance for Fleet duty. 

Typical of the Navy’s plane cap- 
tains is John DeBerry, Aviation Ma- 
chinist’s Mate First Class, USN, whose 
charge is the latest Marlin P5M-2, 
anti-submarine patrol plane. 

On flight days, two or three times 
a week, DeBerry and his crew mus- 
ter early in the morning to prepare 
the large seaplane for its four- to five- 
hour test flight. First comes the ex- 
ternal check which covers the plane’s 
“skin” for rust or damage; then De- 
Berry checks out the‘brake handles, 
hydroplane, engine turbines, fire bot- 
tles and engine oil level. Inside, his 

crew checks the many intricate parts 
and he starts the engines prior to the 
arrival of the pilots and navigator. 

While instrument surveillance and 
control adjustments are the. pilot’s re- 
sponsibility, the pilot looks to each 
plane captain for pertinent informa- 
tion, as the man who knows his plane 
inside and out. 

Once airborne the plane captain 
takes on additional duties, conduct- 
ing a continuous check of fuel, oil, 
and hydraulic lines for leaks or breaks 
as well as assisting with the special 
test project of the‘day’s flight. 

On return, the plane captain and 
his crew take over to attach the beach- 
ing gear and tow the heavy Marlin 
onto the ramp. It is only after ap- 
proximately two hours of checking 
the effect of the hours daft that the 
“captain” and his men can tie up 
“baby” and secure for the day. 
-Stephen A. Franzmeier, AD2, USN. 

ttached plane captain and crew tow their Marlin up the ramp after test flight is completed. 









Questions on Exams, Rating Badges 
SIR: Upon taking the recent exami- 

nation for advancement in rate, I no- 
ticed that the examination had a series 
number (Series No. 10) on the front 
page of the booklet. Was the same 
series used throughout the Navy in giv- 
ing examinations to all personnel of my 
rate and pay grade? 

I also have a question concerning the 
rating badge. During the past year I 
have noticed petty officers in some com- 
mands who were wearing stenciled 
rating badges on the left sleeves of 
their dungarees. It is my understanding 
that this has been authorized by Bu- 
Pers, subject to the approval of com- 
manding officers. Since it seems to in- 
crease the morale and prestige of the 
petty officers and at the same time 
serves the purpose of identifying petty 
officers in the working uniform, I was 
wondering if the Bureau has any defi- 
nite plans for making this standard 
practice throughout the Navy.-C. B. 
G., RMl, USN. 

Not only were the examinations 
for men of your rate and pay grade 
marked Series No. 10, but so were all 
of the examinations. The examinations 
for August 1955 will be Series No. 11 
and the subsequent examinations will 
bear the next consecutive series num- 
ber. 

As for your second question, sten- 
cilled rating badges are not authorized. 
However, in a recent uniform change, 
(see story page 55) a dungaree rating 
badge, which shows military rate only, 
and which can be sewed on  or pressed 
on with a hot iron, has been accepted 
and authorized.-ED. 

Fleet Shore Duty Lists 
SIR: Have read with great interest the 

fine info you put out on the BuPers 
Shore Duty List and wonder if some- 
thing of the same sort could be done 
with the ComServLant Shore Duty List. 
A short ‘time ago I submitted a letter 
to ConServLant to be placed on that 
list and have received no reply. There 
are many men at this station who would 
appreciate the publication of this list 
or any information at all about it.- 
P. Q., QMSN, USN. 

Sorry, but no can do. BuPers does 
not maintain either a ComServLant or a 
ComServPac Shore Duty List. However, 
we have been told that each request 
for shore duty sent to either of those 
commands is answered as soon as pos- 
sible. Perhaps you wrote to ALL HANDS 
too soon.-ED. 
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I I 
This section is open to unofficial communi- 

cations from within the novo1 service on 
matters of general interest. However, it i s  
not intended to conflict in any way with 
Navy Regulation regarding the forwarding 
of official mail through channels, nor i s  it 
to substitute for the policy of obtaining 
information from local commands in all pos- 
sible instances. Do not send postage or 
return envelopes. Sign full name and address. 
Address letter t o  Editor, ALL HANDS, Room 
1809, Bureau of Novo1 Personnel, Navy Dept., 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Which Block Island Was Sunk? 
SIR: In an earlier edition of ALL 

HANDS (September 1954, page 60) you 
referred to the uss Block Island (CVE 
106) as having been torpedoed and sunk 
in the Atlantic on or about 4 Jun 1944. 

In another publication I have just 
run across of Block Island, it states that 
she was not commissioned until 10 Jun 
1944 and was in action as late as the 
middle of 1945 in the Pacific area. 

Is there an error in either of the 
articles or were there two ships named 
Block Island?-M. R. C., CT1, U~N. 

There have been two Block Islands. 
However, in our story we made a mis- 
take in the hull number. The one sunk 
was CVE 21. CVE 106 was placed in 
commission 10 Jun 1944.-E~. 

When Does Shore Duty Start? 
SIR: Existing instructions state that 

shore duty starts the first day of report- 
ing for temporary or permanent duty 
ashore. I would like to know when mine 
started. 

I left my ship in Japan on 16 April 
and arrived at my present station for 
“duty under instruction” on 12 June. 
The time between the two dates was 
travel, leave and proceed time. 

Did my shore duty start when I ar- 
rived at RecSta, Treasure Island, for 
further transfer, or when I reported in 
at the school here? Although the school 
runs for 44 weeks, I would like to pre- 
serve my sea duty continuity, if possible. 

I n  accordance with BuPers Inst. 
1306.20B your tour ashore commenced 
on the date you reported to U. S .  Naval 
Receiving Station, Treasure Island, Sun 
Francisco. According to your record 
that date was 23 Apr 1954, so if you 
were still ashore on 23 Apr 1955, you 
would be considered to have completed 
a normal tour of shore duty. 

However, under provisions of para- 
graph 11 of Inst. 1306.20B you may 
submit, at such time as you request 
shore duty, a request for waiver of the 
period served ashore while attending 

-C. E. J., FCC, USN.  

SChOOl.-ED. 

Ugh, Neosho, Not Mississinewa! 
SIR: Speaking for myself, the officers 

and crew, more in sorrow than in anger, 
I would like to say that we of the uss 
Neosho (AO-143) feel that our ship is 
being neglected. In fact there seems to 
be a conspiracy of silence regarding her 
very existence, as well as her rightful 
place. 

Way back in your October issue of 
oilers on page 36, you referred to 
Mksissinewa ( A 0  144) as the first of a 
new class of oilers and stated that there 
will be five new tankers in this class. 
Neosho wasn’t even mentioned. 

All that is wrong, dead wrong and it 
.appears that there is a plot afoot, not 
only to rob Neosho of her rightful privi-- 
lege of giving her name to the new 
class, but also to prevent her even join- 
ing it. Aside from the naval custom of 
calling a class of ships by the name of 
the first of the type constructed there 
is another good reason why these ships 
should be referred to as Neosho class 
oilers. The names of all the others are 
practically unpronounceable (with the 
exception of Truckee who is well out 
of the running with her high bow 
number ) . 

Can’t something be done about this 
neglect of a fine ship?-CAPT N. E. 
Smith, USN, Commanding Officer, uss 
Neosho ( A 0  143.). 

When  you commenced firing, all 
we could do was take evasive action- 
no return fire, as we were out of ammu- 
nition. We were wrong. 

To make amends we hereby state that 
the .new class of oilers is the Neosho 
class and furthermore she can at times 
deliver a very solid broadside. W e  have 
proof of that. 

By the way, Captain, how do you 
pronounce Neosho?-ED. 

Going Back to Subs 
SIR: How can I go about getting re- 

assigned to submarine duty? I qualified 
in 1947 and since then have served a 
tour of shore duty and am now back at 
sea in the surface Navy. If at all pos- 
sible I would like to go back to subs.- 
C. B. N., SD3( SS), USN. 

Men in the Pacific, like yourself, 
should submit a request for return to 
submarine duty to ComServPac in ac- 
cordance with BuPers Inst. 1540.24. 
Atlantic fleet would-be submariners 
should submit their request to ComServ- 
Lant. These commands will either ap- 
prove or disapprove, depending upon 
the need for the rate requesting subma- 
rine duty.-ED. 

ALL HANDS 





LETTERS T O  T H E  EDITOR (Conf.1 

WHITE VETERAN of Korean war, hospital ship USS Consolafion enters San 
Francisco harbor returning from fifth tour in Far East within a period of 5 years. 

EMS at Navdl Justice School 
SIR: I have a keen interest in legal 

work and am studying to be a lawyer 
through college extension courses with 
the idea of some day having a practice 
of my own. In the meantime I’d like to 
put my talents to work for the Navy 
but there aren’t any enlisted ratings in 
the legal line. Do you have any sug- 
gestions that might help me to get into 
legal work.-R. O., HM1, USN. 

The Navy recognizes its legal re- 
sponsibilities to naval personnel and, in 
order to assure that qualified personnel 
are performing legal duties, has estab- 
lished within the restricted line category 
of officers the Special Duty Officer (Law), 
Designator 1620. 

Legal duties, like medical duties, en- 
gheering duties, and a number of other 
assignments, because of their high edu- 

Naval Station Journal 
SIR: This naval station prepares a 

smooth typewritten station journal by 
using additional sheets of the Deck 
Log - Additional Remarks Sheet 
( NavPers 135, Rev. 1-51). 

If a station journal is kept in a 
standard stock record book in ink, 
wouldn’t this suffice as a “permanent 
record’’ to meet the requirements of 
Article 0792, Navy Regulations? 

I am sure that the answer to this 
question would be of prime interest 
to all commands of the shore estab- 
lishment.-H. W., YN1, USN. 

The format or style of a naval 
station journal is left to the discretion 
of the commanding officer. There are 
no specific instructions requiring a 
certain type of iournul for  all naval 
stations, so the one you describe is 
adequate.-ED. 
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cational requirements, are recognized as 
officer responsibilities. Other than the 
training available to qualified personnel 
of the YN, PN and H M  ratings at the 
School of Naval Justice, Newport, R. I., 
there are no provisions for performance 
of legal duties or practice of law within 
the enlisted rating structure. 

I t  is not feasible to establish a special 
enlisted rating concerned with the per- 
formance of legal duties because of the 
limited number of personnel who can 
be accommodated aboard ship and the 
multiple number of duties each enlisted 
man and officer must perform. 

I t  is suggested that you continue your 
education and when appropriate vacan- 
cies occur, you should apply  for the 
School of Naval Justice, Newport. How- 
ever, you are reminded that the Navy 
cannot guarantee that you will be as- 
signed to full-time legal duties even 
though you do attend the school.-ED. 

Transfer From and To Overseas Duty 
SIR: I have completed two years of 

obligated service in the Philippine 
Islands and have agreed to extend an 
additional year. After I have completed 
six months of the third year, can I 
make application to BuPers for an- 
other foreign duty station-such as 
Spain?-G. A. L., YN3, USN. 

Provided you are otherwise quali- 
fied in accordance with BuPers Inst. 
1306.6A, you m y  submit a request for  
Mission and Attache duty when within 
one year of completing your tour of 
overseas duty. However, your pros- 
pects of acceptance are not good. 
There are no billets for Y N 3  in Spain 
under the control of the Chief of Naval 
Personnel and, in addition, personnel 
normally are .not assigned from one 
overseas station to another without an 
intervening tour of  duty afloat.-ED. 

WOs in Hospital Ships 
SIR: During a recent bull session the 

remark was made that the only actual 
shipboard billets for Warrant Officers, 
Hospital Corps, are aboard hospital 
ships. Is this true?-W. J. P., Jr., 
CWOHC, USN. 

Yes. the present “actual shipbozrd 
billets” for Warrant Officers 8170 exist 
only in hospital ships.-ED. 

Special BilJefs for WOs 
SIR: Are warrant officers assigned duty 

to industrial firms, and if so, what types 
of firms are they? About how many war- 
rant officers (with specialty in rank and 
country assigned) are assigned duty as 
members of naval missions and with 
attaches of foreign governments?-(=. V., 
CHMACH, USN. 

There are no billets, as such, for 
warrant officers in industrial firms. How- 
ever, there are a few billets for Gunners 
(724) and Radio Electricians (766) in 
the Inspector of Naval Material activity. 

There are two billets for Ship’s Clerks 
with attaches, one in London and the 
other in Paris. Also, there is one billet 
for a Machinist (743) in Colombia, South 
America, and two billets for Machinists 
at Military Assistance Advisory Group, 
Formosa. These billets are for line war- 
rant o ~ ~ c ~ s . - E D .  

Collar Devices for WOs 
, Sm: In last October’s issue of ALL 
HANDS you published information re- 
garding new insignia and stripes for 
warrant officers. Warrants in the W-3 
and W-4 grades now wear silver de- 
vices on the right side of the collar. Do 
they still wear a gold corps device on 
the Ieft side of the collar, or should 
these be changed to silver also?- 
M. W. H., ChCARP, USN. 

Gold corps devices are worn on the 
left collar by all warrant officers. BuPers 
Notice 1020 of 23 Nou 1954 promul- 
gates new insignia of grade established 
in accordance with the Warrant Officer 
Act of 1954, which provides four sep- 
arate grades of warrant officers-ED. 

Overseas Shore Duty in Hawaii 
SIR: I have over five years’ sea duty 

(with the Atlantic Fleet) and would 
like overseas’ shore duty. What are my 
prospects of being assigned to Hono- 
lulu?-L. J. C., AM2, USN. 

Personnel are n o t  normal ly  
assigned to Hawaii f rom the Atlantic 
Fleet except in case of hardship. How- 
ever, the new choice of duty rights of 
reenlistees greatly simplifies your prob- 
lem. On reenlistment you may request 
assignment to the Pacific which is guar- 
anteed you. Then indicate Hawaii as 
first choice on your list of preferences. 
I f  there is no billet available, submit a 
request that you be placed on Com- 
AirPac’s waiting list.-ED. 

ALL HANDS 



Underwater Headache (to the Enemy) 
infor- 

mation regarding *he new M~~~~~~ IV 
(designated as radar picket 

submarines) under construe- 
tion at Portsmou*~ H. I am espe- 
cially interested in knowing if the crews 
to these boats will be assigned from 
both SubPac and SubLant as were the 
crews for the Migraine I11 boats re- 
cently commissioned at Philadelphia.- 
w. G. H., ETC(SS), USN. 

There are two radar picket subma- 
rines (SSRs) now under construction at 
the Portsmouth Navy Shipyard, ports- 
mouth, N. H. Present completion dates 
are scheduled for the latter part of 1956. 
The commissioning crews will be fur- 
nished by either one OT both of the Sub- 
marine Force Commanders. Since YOU 

are attached to SubPac, if you desire 
duty as a member of one of the com- 
missioning crews, you should make your 
preference known to Commander, Sub- 
marine Force, U. S. Pacific Fleet.-ED. 

Passed Over for Promotion 
Sm: I am a lieutenant, USN, with 

present date of rank of 1 Apr 1946. In 
1953 and 1954 1 was passed over for 
lieutenant commander. Under the offi- 
cer personnel Act of 7 Aug 1947, as 
amended 28 July 1954, how long will I 
be retained on active duty? Will my 
release be automatic, or must I submit a 
special application?-R. E. F., LT, USN. 

The 1947 Oficer Personnel Act 
provides that lieutenants and lieutenants 
(junior grade) who twice failed to be se- 

sm: I would appreciate 

Morrison Had Short but Heroic Career, Earned Two NUCs 
SIR: uss Monison ( D D  560) was 

missing from your January list of Navy 
ships which have received more than 
one Navy Unit Commendation. Evi- 
dence of Morrison’s two awards may 
be found on page 20 of the Navy and 
Marine Corps Awards Manual.-S. B., 
Ex-S02, USNR. 

You are correct. Morrison not 
only won two NUCs-she won them 
in a life span which barely encom- 
passed 22 months. 

In  brief, here’s her record: DD 560 
slid down the ways on 4 Jul 1943. 
Fitting out, commissioning and shake- 
down were completed rapidly enough 
for the ship to arrive in Pearl Harbor 
on 1 Mar 1944, en route to the fighting 
area. After serving as a tanker escort 
during Fleet raids on Palau; Hollandia, 
New Guinea; Truk, Satawon and Po- 
nape, Morrison headed back to Pearl 
to train for the invasions of Saipan, 
Tinian and Guam. 

Action in the Saipan area occupied 
DD 560 from 17 3un 1944 until 2 
Aug 1944, when she was ordered’to 
duty with Task Force 58 for the in- 
vasion of Guam. 

By 13 August Morrison had finished 
her screening duties with the Guam 
invasion force. She then began operat- 
ing with Task Group 38.3 on a series 
of raids in the Philippines. 

The action for which Morrison won 
her first NUC occurred on 24 Oct 
1944 while TG 38.3 was o f f  Samur. 
DD 560 was ordered to aid the carrier 
Princeton (CV 37), badly hit by a 
Japanese bomb. Shortly after noon, 
Morrison came alongside Princeton to 
assist in fighting fires. She had iust 
reached her position when Princeton, 
drifting and rolling heavily in the 
foul weather, wedged the destroyer’s 
must and forward stack between her 
uptakes. 

Then, In the words of  her first cita- 
tion for the NUC, “Morrison rode in 
irons for almost an hour and, with 
heavy debris falling on her decks and 
with communications handled by word 
of mouth, efficiently rigged hoses and 
aided fire fighting parties, standing 
by the carrier until fires were under 

control. Later, when a terrific explo- 
sion blew o f f  the major portion of  
Princeton’s stern, she immediately dis- 
patched boats to assist in the rescue 
of survivors and recovered almost four 
hundred men from the sea.” 

Dropping her Princeton survivors at 
Ulithi, Morrison headed for San Fran- 
cisco and repairs to the heavy damage 
caused b y  her broadside “bullfight” 
with Princeton. 

Morrison was back in the war area 
by Okinawa’s D-day minus seven, 
however, participating in bombard- 
ment, night harassing fire and of f -  
shore patrols. 

DD 560’s second NUC-and her 
end-were the result of radar picket 
action in the Okinawa area on 4 May 
1945, But let the citation tell the story 

,of Morrison’s action on that bright, 
clear May morning: 

‘Promptly opening fire on a group 
of more than forty Japanese planes 
which penetrated our aircraft screen 
to attack the ships of the radar picket 
station, uss Morrison skillfully fought 
off the determined attackers for over 
an hour and, with her own gunfire, 
shot down five aircraft before they 
could complete suicide dives. Main- 
taining a steady barrage against the 
overwhelming force, she gallantly COG 
tinued in action despite severe dam- 
age from four suicide planes which 

struck her in rapid succession, fighting 
resolutely until she went down shortly 
after the last hit. Her sturdy and val- 
iant service under a prolonged suicide- 
bombing attack contributed to the ef- 
fective defense of our ships and re- 
flects the highest credit upon Morrison, 
her courageous oficers and men and 
the United States Naval Service.” 

Incidentally, the phrase “sturdy and 
valiant service” reminds us of  the 
Civil War coxiz for whom uss Morri- 
son (DD 560) was named. He was 
John G. Morrison, Coxswain, USN, born 
in 1836 in Lansingburg, N .  Y. 

According to the Navy Depart- 
ment’s General Order 59-dated 22 
Jun 1865-Morrison, while serving as 
coxswain on board uss Carondelet, 
was commended for meritorious con- 
duct in general and especially for his 
heroic conduct and his inspiring ex- 
ample to the crew in the engagement 
with the Rebel ram Arkansas (in Mis- 
sissippi’s Yazoo River on 15 Jul 1862). 
Although Carondelet was badly dam- 
aged, with several of  her crew killed 
and many wounded, and others al- 
most suffocated from the effects of 
escaping steam, Mom‘son rallied his 
shipmates when boarders were called 
on deck-and was the first to return 
to the guns and give the ram a broad- 
side as she passed. He was awarded 
the Medal of Honor.-ED. 

USS MORRISON (DD 560) holds two NUCs for battle action off Samar, 
Philippine Islands, and the Okinawa operation during World War I I .  
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LETTERS T O  THE EDITOR (Cont.) 

Ship Reunions 

News of reunions of ships and organi- August at Hotel Vanderbilt, New York 1945 for 12, 13 and 14 August. Fur- 
zationr will be carried in this column City. Further information may be ob- ther information may be obtained from 
from t ihe to time. In planning a reunion, tained from Cal Custy, 31 Sunbright Irvin L. Peters, Central Missouri State 
best results will be obtained by notifying Drive So., Meriden, Conn. College, Warrensburg, Mo., or Irl 
The Editor, All Hands Magazine, Room 0 uss Quincy (CA 71).-The fourth Gladfelter, Director of Alumni Rela- 
1809, Bureau of Personnel, Navy De- annual reunion will be held 12, 13 and tions, Central Missouri State College, 
partment, Washington 25, D. C., four or 14 August at Hotel Governor Clinton, Warrensburg, Mo. 
more months in advance. New York City. Contact Edward 0 uss LCl 673.-A11 hands who are 

uss Enterprise (CV 6).-All per- Moore, 173 Carlton Terrace, Teaneck, interested in a reunion with time and 
sonnel, ship’s company and air groups N. J. place to be decided, may contact Mr. 
are invited to attend the second an- 0 59th Naval Construction Bat- John H. Norton, New Clampett Bldg., 
nual reunion to be held 3, 4 and 5 talion.-The third reunion will be held 1559 Post Rd., Fairfield, Conn. 
September at the Knickerbocker Hotel, 26, 27 and 28 August, Charlotte Hotel, 0 Fleet Marine Force (lst, 3rd, 5th 
Chicago, 111. For information and res- Charlotte, N. C. Write to Fred Harsch, & 6th Marine Divisions).-All person- 
ervations, write to Hank Sabbatis, c/o Wilder Bldg., Charlotte, N. C. nel who served in the FMF, including 
18905 Maplewood Ave., Cleveland, Seabee Veterans of America.-The aviation, are invited to attend the FMF 
Ohio, or Bob Flagg, 2005 Snyder Ave., ninth annual reunion will be held 12, Concurrent Reunions in Washington, 
Canton, Ohio. 13 and 14 August at the Hotel Hayes, D. C., 24-25 June, whether or not they 

uss Kidd (DD 661) and uss Jackson, Mich. Contact N. P. Ser- served in one of the divisions named. 
Black (DD 666).-The seventh annual combe, 516 N. Milwaukee St., Jack- The First Marine Division will meet 
reunion will be held 12, 13 and 14 son, Mich. in the Hotel Willard; Third Division 
August at Hotel Sheraton Park, Wash- 0 First Beach Battalion.-A reunion at the Hotel Raleigh; Fifth at the Hotel 
ington, D. C. Contact James Cox, 701 is being planned to be held in Phila- Statler;; Sixth, Mayflower Hotel. For 
Glenwood Ave., Baltimore, Md. delphia, Pa., 1 through 5 July. Those more information concerning First Di- 

uss LST 850.-All members are interested may contact Charles F. vision, write to Box 84, Alexandria, 
invited to attend the first reunion to Speraw, 311 E .  Marble St., Mechanics- Va.; Third Division to Col. R. F. Crist, 
be held 20 and 21 August in Wellsville, burg, Pa. USMC, Headquarters, Marine Corps, 
N. Y. Contact Hugh Freer, 64 S.  High- 0 Navy V-12, (Central Missouri Wash., D. C.; Fifth Division, Mr. Wal- 
land Ave., Wellsville, N. Y. State College.)-It is proposed to have ler R. Miller, P.O. Box 1907, Wash., 

uss Ludloro (DD 438).-The fifth a reunion of all personnel in this unit D. C.; Sixth Division, Col. V. H. Kru- 
annual reunion will be held 5, 6 and 7 on campus during 1943 to December lak, USMC, Headquarters, Wash., D. C. 

lected for promotion will be honorably 
discharged on 30 June of the fiscal year 
in which they failed for the second time 
to be selected. The action is automatic 
and requires no action on the part of the 
oficer concerned. 

In your case, you were considered but 
not selected by the 1954 and 1955 selec- 
tion boards. However, inasmuch as all 
selection boards, since 1 Jul 1954, have 
been convened pursuant to the Officer 
Personnel Act, as amended, your failure 
before the 1955 selection board is 
counted as your first under this law. Un- 
less otherwise rendered ineligible, you 
will be considered by the next applicable 
selection board convened in the fiscal 
year 1956. Good luck.-ED. 

Wave Overseas Eligibility l i s t  
SIR: Could you give a rundown of 

overseas stations where Waves may re- 
quest duty and also the procedures to 
be followed? I am particularly inter- 
ested to know if Waves may be sent 
to South America.-M. E. Z., YN3, 

In the Pacific there are Waves 
serving at  Pearl Harbor and Japan. In 
the Atlantic there are a few at London, 
England; Paris, France; and Naples, 
Italy. There are none in South America. 

Waves interested in overseas duty 
should submit an oficial request to  be 
placed on the overseas eligibility list. 
The information is given in BuPers Inst. 
1306.10A or 1306.6A.-E~. 
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Travel via MATS or MSTS? 
SIR: The February issue of ALL HANDS 

(p. 24) stated: “Dependents of per- 
sonnel attached to ships operating in 
the Mediterranean are not eligible for 
travel via MATS aircraft on a space 
available basis but they are eligible for 
space available travel via MSTS vessels 
provided the ship will be in the area 
for six months or more.” 

According to OpNav Inst. 4630.14, 
“All dependents of naval personnel en- 
titled to government transportation will 
be authorized to travel via government 
air when available and when so re- 
quested . . . Departmental or field au- 
thorities empowered to issue travel or- 
ders will authorize or direct travel of 
all personnel by air as appropriate to 
. . . and promoting morale.” 

Therefore, as I understand it, a person 
Gn active duty whose family is with him 
in the Mediterranean area and whose 
h i p  is there for six months or more, is 
entitled to government transportation for 
his depencents on space available basis. 
If he requests it he will be authorized 
government air travel, if  available. Is 
my interpretation right?-T. L. A,, Jr., 
CDR, USN. 

0 The statement made in ALL HANDS 
is correct. None of the categories of  
passengers eligible for travel in MATS 
aircraft are applicable to truuel o f  de- 
pendents on a space available basis. 

The categories of those eligible as 
outlined in OpNav Inst. 4621.3 are ap-  
plicable only to travel in MSTS vessels. 

Likewise, the categories outlined in 
OpNav Inst. 4630.12 are applicable only 
to travel in MATS aircraft. 

Your interpretation of the instructions 
may arise from the language used in  
OpNav Inst. 4630.14. The words 
“entitled to government tramportation” 
actually mean “‘entitled to transporta- 
tion a t  government expense.” The fact 
that dependents may be “eligible” for 
travel by one mode of transportation 
does not necessarily imply that they are 
eligible or entitled to travel by another 
mode of transportation.-ED. 

BAQ for Adopted Child 
SIR: My wife and I adopted a baby 

en 15 Jun 1954. While no formal papers 
were signed at that time the baby was 
ours in every respect, but the personnel 
office told me I couldn’t have my rec- 
ords adjusted until after the adoption 
was final. In this case, no additional 
HAQ is involved. However, as soon as 
this adoption clears the courts we plan 
to adopt another child and additional 
HAQ will be involved. Do you think 1’11 
be able to get additional BAQ for the 
second child before its adoption is final? 
-A. G. H., ATC, USN. 

Yes-a child will be considered an 
eligible dependent for purposes of basic 
allowance for quarters or government 
transportation upon entry of the inter- 
locutory decree of adoption or adoption 
decree though the adoption may not be 
final for a certain period of time.-ED. 

ALL HANDS 





Have Bell Bottoms -Will Travel 
HILE EATING LUNCH in an Oslo, 
Norway, cafe the young seaman 

turned to his companion, “Say Boats, 
maybe you can explain something to 
me. All day people have been com- 
ing up and tapping me on the back. 
When I turn around to find out what 

they want, they just nod and continue 
on their way without saying a word. 
What’s the scoop?” 

The second class boatswain’s mate 
leaned back in his chair, “You, my 
young friend, have been playing an 
important part in one of the oldest 
traditions concerning seagoing men.” 
He paused for effect, then continued, 
“It’s an old Scandinavian belief that 
men of the sea, who have just com- 
pleted a Irong voyage, are lucky. Here 
in Oslo the tradition has grown up 
that by touching a sailor the luck 
will be transmitted. But that isn’t 
all. To have the luck passed on, they 
must touch a sailor in one particular 
spot, the stars on the back of his 
collar,” 

This little incident illustrates one 
of the many legends and traditions 
concerning the unifiorm worn by 
American bluejackets. They all help 
make it the best known and most 
easily recognized uniform worn by 
any member of any armed force in 
the world today. From Hong Kong 
to Paris, from Alaska to Buenos Aires, 
the American sailor’s unifiorm is 

known and recognized without a 
moment’s hesitation. 

Why are the famed “bellbottom 
trousers, coats 0’ Navy blue” so well 
known? There are two prime rea- 
sons. First, over the years the uni- 
form has defied any radical changes. 
Second, over those same years, the 
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American Navy has visited almost 
every major port in the world, giving 
every nationality a chance to see and 
become familiar with the uniform. 
In some cases many years may have 
elapsed between visits, but when the 
U. S. Navy returned, the uniform 
was the same and there was no mis- 
taking the identity of the men wear- 
ing it. 

It’s not only in the port cities that 
people recognize the American sailor, 
as a couple of Navymen found out 
when they wangled a special liberty 
pass from their ship for a week-end 
trip to Brussels, Belgium. The two 
were sure that they would not be 
recognized as U. S. Navymen, since 
American sailors seldom have a 
chance to get that far inland. 

They soon b u n d  out that they 
were mistaken. Within an hour a dis- 
tinguished looking man approached 
and asked, “Aren’t you American 
sailors?” 

He went on to explain that during 

World War I he had run into some 
“Yank” Navymen and he had no 
trouble identifying the two from 
what he could remember of the uni- 
form. He then went on to tell several 
sea stories about the Navy and espe- 
cially about the uniform. Like a great 
majority of both Navymen and civi- 
lians, he had heard that the stripes 
on the sailor’s collar represented the 
three great victories of Lord Nelson, 
the great English admiral, and that 
the neckerchief had first been worn 
as a mourning badge for him. 

As romantic as those two anecdotes 
may sound, historians and research- 
ers can find no basis in fact to support 
them. The origin of the stripes on the 
collar precedes Lord Nelson’s ,day 
when the British Admiralty put all 
enlisted men in the same uniform. 
Until that time, each had dressed 
pretty much to suit his own taste, in 
so far as his pocketpook would allow. 

The board that met to discuss the 
uniform for the ratings, found that a 
great majority of the men had taken 

to embroidering their collars with 
various types of white striping. Since 
the men seemed to like this decora- 
tion, the board recommended that 
there be uniformity and for some rea- 
son which has never been disclosed, 
picked the three stripes that now 

adorn the jumpers of both the U. S. 
and British Navy. 

Later, when the American Navy 
had occasion to design a uniform for 
the men, the stripes on the cuffs of 
the jumper were added, but with a 
special signiikance. Petty officers, 
seamen and first class firemen wore 
three stripes, ordinary seamen and 
second class firemen wore two and 
landsmen, coal heavers and boys 
wore one. This same system remained 
in effect until after World War I1 
when all enlisted men were author- 
ized to wear three stripes on their 
cuffs, regardless of their pay grade 
or occupation. 

The legend concerning the necker- 
chief serving as a mourning badge for 
Lord Nelson has never been sup- 
ported. The origin of the neckerchief 
seems to have come from an even 
more practical use than the stripes. 
In the early days of both the U. S. 
Navy and the British sea service, the 
old-time sailors lacked the facilities 
of a barber shop and as a result 
would let their hair grow long during 
their time at  sea. To keep the hair 

out of their way, they braided it into 
a pigtail, and this soon became a 
mark of a sailor. 

To keep their jerseys clean, the 
salts started wearing either a ban- 
dana or a detachable and washable 
collar. This not only cut down on the 
amount of laundry, but also helped 
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After his first enlistment, Morris 
left the Navy to study music in New 
York. Three months later, the leader 
of the Navy Band at the Brooklyn 
Naval Shipyard asked Morris to join 
his band. He re-enlisted and during 
the following six years at the Brook- 
lyn Navy Yard he continued his mu- 
sical studies at the National Con- 
servatory. 

In 1923 he joined a Navy band at 
the Washingtvn Navy Yard as sec- 
ond leader-a position he held for 
15 years. 

During this tour of duty, Morris 
was assigned as band leader on the 
Presidential yacht Mayflower where 
he played for Presidents Coolidge 
and Hoover. 

In 1938, Morris went to the Naval 
Academy Band at  Annapolis as sec- 
ond leader with the rank of warrant 
officer. In 1947 he was appointed 
band leader and promoted to lieuten- 
ant. His appointment to lieutenant 
commander was effective in Septem- 
ber 1953. 

Morris has two sons at the Acad- 
emy-Alexander, a second classman, 
and Marvin, a third classman. An- 
other son, Charles Henry hopes to 
enter the Academy too and still an- 
other Navyman will be added to the 
family this month when daughter 
Barbara marries Midshipman first 
class Charles Russell Dedrickson. 

Fleet Gym af Yokosoka 
The Fleet Activities, Yokosuka, 

Japan, commissioned its new 1000- 
seating-capacity gymnasium last 
April at Berkey Field. The 80x225 
structure has more than 20,000 
square feet of hardwood I floor space 
for indoor sports. 

The main floor of the building 
contains two regulation basketball 
courts which can be subdivided into 
four practice courts. The gym also 
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forth, you’re going to be dis- 
appointed. 

Likewise, you might as well 
abandon any notions you might 

DAVY JONES’S locker turned out to 
be a ’mud pile’ full of ’worm’ holes 
when ocean bottom was filmed. 

have of fearsome monsters lurking 
in the greatest ocean depths. 

This disillusioning news comes 
from the U. S. Navy Hydrographic 
Office, Suitland, Maryland, which 
has just released a picture of the 
greatest ocean depth ever photo- 
graphed. This record-breaking pho- 
tograph was made by oceanog- 
raphers of the Hydrographic Office 
at a depth of 20,800 feet in the 
Sargasso Sea, about 1000 miles 
seaward of Cape Hatteras, N. C. 

And all this picture shows is a 
blank bottom of mud, pocked here 
and there with holes made by un- 
known marine creatures. These or- 
ganisms, which may be worms, ap- 
parently were too bashful to stay 
around and have their picture 
taken. The sinister-looking black 
object in the lower left of the pic- 
ture is not some weird monster 
hitherto unknown to science, but 
only light for picture. 

run down from an oceanographic 
winch. Attached to the camera was 
a sampling device which took a 
20-inch core of the ocean bottom. 
It  took two and one-half hours to 
lower and raise the camera to take 
the picture. The camera itself was 
contained in a heavy case capable 
of withstanding water pressures as 
great as 12,000 pounds per square 
inch. 

Recent years have seen a marked 
increase in the development and 
use of underwater photography. It 
has been used in locating and 
identifying sunken vessels, in stud- 
ies of shellfish beds, fishes, and of 
the bottom sediments covering the 
ocean floor. The Hydrographic Of- 
fice has been using this, as well as 
many other devices and techniques, 
for probing the ocean’s secrets. 

TOPSIDE it took two and one-half 
hours to lower and raise the long 
camera to a depth of 20,800 feet. 



TODAY‘S NAVY 

Quarter Hour on the Quarterdeck 
Journalists - the JOs - are the 

Navymen usually concerned with 
public information, publicity, and 
generally informing the nation 
about its Navy. Judging from an 
announcement by the Recruiting 
Division of BuPers, however, there 
are other ratings that come up with 
good information techniques and 
ideas. 

A weekly radio show produced 
by the Public Information Office of ‘ 
the Pacific Fleet’s Cruiser-De- 
stroyer Force was recently selected 
by the BuPers Recruiting Division 
for national distribution-and the 
show is written and produced un- 
der direction of a BMC. 

Known as “‘Quarter Hour on the 
Quarterdeck,” the 15-minute pro- 
gram is now in its second year. 
Before being “recruited” by the 
Recruiting Division, the show was 
aired on 25 stations in California, 
Arizona and Washington, but a 
new trial distribution set-up is now 
expected eventually to place the 
program on approximately 1000 
radio stations throughout the U. S. 

The chief with a knack for pub- 

lic relations and publicity is Harry 
W. Steinmiller, BMC, USN. Stein- 
miller first got into publicity when 
he reported to the Seattle, Wash., 
Recruiting Station for duty in May 
1950. He soon became the sta- 
tion’s pubIicity chief, and subse- 
quently attended the Armed Forces 
Information School, Fort Slocum, 
N. Y., for six weeks’ instniction in 
PI0 techniques. 

Chief Steinmiller’s service jacket 
also shows plenty of “salty” expe- 
rience to back up statements that 
he “eats, sleeps and lives” Navy. 
In addition to a two-year stretch 
in warrant officer ranks as a Boat- 
swain and Chief Boatswain, he has 
pulled such varied dhies as: Deck 
petty officer, coxswain on both cap- 
tain’s gigs and admiral’s barges; 
gun captain of five-inch, 25mm. 
AA gun mounts; and eight- and 
sixteen-inch turrets; chief master at 
arms; instructor duty, OOD-both 
in port and undenvay-and honor 
man of his “boo:” outfit at  Norfolk 
in 1935. 

His experience with ships ranges 
from the battleships West Virginia 

(BB 48) to the modem Iowa (BB 
61);  the old New OrZeans-class 
heavy cruiser Sun Francisco (CA 
38) to the modern USS Los Ange- 
Zes (CA 135); the motor torpedo 
boat tender Wachapreague ( AGP 
8) to the destroyer James E .  Kyes 
(DD 787) .  

Both east and west coasts, the 
Pacific Northwest, Alaska, the Ca- 
nal Zone, Hawaii, Hong Kong, Ja- 
pan, Korea and Manila, and in- 
numerable Pacific island “hotspots” 
of World War 11 also show up in 
his record. 

Steinmiller finds this background 
-the result of some 18 years’ serv- 
ice-mighty handy when it comes 
to producing realism in “Quarter 
Hour on the Quarterdeck,” since 
the show dramatizes actions and 
miscellaneous activities of ships of 
the Navy. The 17-piece ComCru- 
DesPac band, directed by William 
Burnett, MUC, USN, furnishes ap- 
propriate musical backing; while 
Steinmiller and CruDesPac’s PI0 
staff get technical assistance and 
recording facilities from San Die- 
go’s Navy Electronics Laboratory. 

Red Hot Jive Band 
The general public in Japan, as 

well as select gatherings of the Sev- 
enth Fleet, are receiving an extra 
dividend of good will and hot music 
through the off-duty efforts of the 

seven-man swing band of uss Pitts- 
burgh (CA 7 2 ) -  The outfit Plays 
With no Pay for everything from a 
ship’s m~oker to a Party for kids who 
strictly dig no jive. 

The group consists of volunteers 

PEN THAT SIGNED service pay hike into law is eyed by 9. Fudge, YNl, C. 
Parker, HM1, and R. Warren, YN1. Pen was given to Fleet Reserve Association. 
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who wade into a piece, kick it 
around until it whimpers, then come 
up with their own version. The cats 
practice and play in their off-duty 
hours and in addition stand their 
regular watches and battle station 
drills. 

Hailing from a generous selection 
of States, the band is earning a repu- 
tation for the type of red hot Ameri- 
can type music which is going over 
big with the Japanese public. The 
swing band has played for everything 
from a party at the Officers club to a 
jam session in a crowded ship’s office. 

At Nagasaki, where the band 
played a concert in the theatre at the 
University, their brisk work brought 
the audience to their feet. 

In addition to their concert at  the 
University, the group also played for 
two children’s parties given for orph- 
ans from Nagasaki and Sasebo; Japan. 

When the outfit gets to a place 
with recording facilities, they are 
planning to cut music which will be 
aired on a Navy radio program pro- 
jected to start on the West Coast 
sometime in the near future. 

A l l  HANDS 









Moving From Your Station? You May Draw Dislocation Allowance 
DISLOCATION ALLOWANCE,” pay- A “ble to men with dependents 

upon a permanent change of station 
(under the circumstances listed be- 
low) has been authorized by Public 
Law 20, 84th Congress. However, 
entitlement to this allowance will not 
exist if the permanent change of sta- 
tion orders were effective before 1 
Apr 1955. 

Designed t.0 lighten the financial 
burden of relocating a household, 
the amount of the allowance is equal 
to your monthly basic allowance for 
quarters, but will neither be prorated 
nor paid more than once in connec- 
tion with a single change of station. 

The dislocation allowance will be 
paid under the following conditions: 
1 )  after your dependents have com- 
pleted travel in connection with a 
permanent change of station if de- 
pendents’ transportation or travel al- 
lowance are authorized; or 2 )  upon 
completion of travel to a designated 
place under the provisions of Chapter 
VII, Joint Travel Regulations. 

Despite a permanent change of sta- 
tion, a dislocation allowance is NOT 
payable in the following cases: 

To enlisted men in pay grades 
E-1, E-2, E-3, or to E-4s with four 
years’ service or less. 

On permanent change of sta- 
tion when both the old station and 
new station are located in or near 
the same metropolitan area. (How- 
ever, if the commanding officer of 
the new permanent duty station finds 
that your change of residence was a 
direct result of the permanent change 
of station, then the allowance may 
be authorized.) 

When your orders call for travel 
from your home to your first perma- 
nent duty station (upon enlistment, 
reenlistment, induction, call to active 
duty or appointment to warrant or 
officer status). “Home” is defined as 
any place at which you may be re- 
siding when you receive orders. This 
restriction does not apply when you 
are  transferred on a permanent 
change of station after separation and 
reentry into the Navy at the same sta- 
tion in same or a different status 
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without break in active service. 
When dependents’ travel is from 

other than the old permanent duty 
station to other than the new perma- 
nent duty station, unless either travel 
allowances or transportation is au- 
thorized by  the Secretary of the Navy 
or his designated representative. 

When travel is from your last 
duty station to your “home” (or place 
from which ordered to active duty) 
upon separation from the service, re- 
lease from active duty, placement on 
the temporary disability retired list, 
or retirement. 

When you elect to receive the 
“trailer allowance” described in Chap- 
ter X, Joint Travel Regulations. 

When permanent change of sta- 
tion travel is performed under the 
conditions listed in items 2 through 
9, items 11 and 12, and items 14 
through 16, Paragraphs 7000-7002, 
Chapter VII, Joint Travel Regulu- 
tiOn.9. 

There are also certain statutory 
limitations on the payment of a dis- 
location allowance. For instance, you 
are not entitled to more than one dis- 
location allowance per fiscal year, ex- 
cept under the following circum- 
stances: 

If SecNav or his representative 
finds that needs of the Navy require 
more than one permanent change of 
station during the fiscal year. 

If a war or national emergency 
is declared after the effective date 
of Public Law 20 (1  Apr 1955). 

If the permanent change of sta- 
tion is to, from, or between courses 
Qf instruction conducted at an in- 
stallation of the uniformed services. 

For the purpose of determining the 
fiscal year in which entitlement to a 
dislocation allowance occurs, the gov- 
erning date will be the date of your 
detachment from the. old permanent 
duty station (on permanent change 
of station orders). Although an earlier 
permanent change of station occurred 
during the same fiscal year, it shall 
be excluded from computation if no 
dislocation allowance was authorized. 
Examples: A permanent change of 
station before acquiring dependents; 
or change of station on orders which 
had an effective date earlier than 15 
Apr 1955. 

Full details on the new allowance 
are being distributed as a new Chap- 
ter IX of Joint Travel Regulations. 
Instructions to disbursing officers for 
payment of the allowance are con- 
tained in Navy Comptroller Mmual, 
paragraph 044195. 

It Can Be Done- 
EM Makes Perfect GCT Score 

A new recruit at  the U. S. Naval 
Training Center, Bainbridge, Md., 
was obviously at the head of the line 
when brains were passed out for he 
managed to rack-up a perfect score 
on the ’General Classification Test . 
(GCT) given to all new recruits en- 
tering the Navy. 

Robert L. Barton, SR, USN, of 
Recruit Company 122 was the first 
of 20,823 new recruits who have 
taken the GCT to achieve a perfect 
score since the test in its current form 
was first given those entering the 
Navy in September 1954. 

The GCT is used to determine an 
individual’s reasoning power and 
ability to learn. When combined with 
the arithmetic, mechanical-electrical 
and clerical tests taken by each re- 
cruit, it is a major factor in determin- 
ing what Navy school or assignment 
the recruit’s abilities best suit him for. 

Barton entered the Navy after 
graduating from high school with 
highest honors in a class of 160. 
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Info on Present and Future Advancements 
WHY DIDN~T the Bureau give first 

c lass  or C P O  exams in  my 
rating?” Or “Why wasn’t I rated after 
I had passed the exam?” If you’ve 
been asking yourself questions like 
these, here’s the explanation for you. 

However, before we get into that, 
let’s take a look at the probable rat- 
ing situation in the near future. AS 
announced in last month‘s ALL HANDS 
(p. 42),  present plans are to hold 
exams in all P o l ,  PO2 and PO3 rates 
this August-and to hold exams in all 
petty officer rates next February. 
And looking even further into the 
future, unless there is some vast, un- 
foreseen change in the Navy, the ad- 
vancement picture for younger Navy- 
men becomes even brighter each year. 

With that picture in mind, suppose 
we look at the Navy’s enlisted per- 
sonnel structure. Under present re- 
quirements, the Navy is to have as 
many as 50 per cent of its enlisted 
personnel serving in petty officer 
grades. Among each hundred men 
there are approximately seven CPOs, 
11 first class POs, 14 second class 
POs and 18 third class POs. 

Under normal conditions this bal- 
ance is maintained by “attrition” and 
advancements. In other words, the 
desired ratio of rated to non-rated 
men is maintained by creating new 
petty officers to take the place of 
those transferring to the Fleet Re- 
serve, failing to reenlist, ,etc. And 
practically all of the men who go out 
on “twenty” are CPOs-leaving the 
top of the rating structure open for 
plenty of advancements. 

However, let’s look at what hap- 
pened during and after both World 

“See, I told y o  they had ’em here too.” 
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War I1 and the Korean conflict. The 
end of WW I1 saw the Navy with 
3,000,000 enlisted men. By mid-1947 
demobilization had cut that number 
to 440,000-and a majority of those 
who elected to stay in the service 
were senior petty officers. 

This too-many-chiefs situation was 
working itself out when the Korean 
fracas threw another monkey wrench 
into the rating structure. New enlist- 
ments and recall of Reservists raised 
the Navy’s enlisted strength to more 
than 700,000 - making necessary a 
number of advancements to PO1 and 
CPO so that the expanded Navy 
would have adequate PO leadership. 

The end of the Korean conflict saw 
a return of the Post-WW I1 situation; 
many Reservists in higher pay grades 
chose to turn Regular Navy, while 
many of the men advanced to CPO 
and PO1 decided to ship over. Con- 
currently, many lower rated men re- 
turned to civilian life. 

The result again was a fairly high 
proportion of CPOs and P o l s  in the 
Navy’s over-all rating structure, with 
actual excesses in some ratings. As 
pointed out above, the Navy requires 
CPO ratings h r  seven per cent of 
its enlisted personnel, yet actual CPO 
strength at present is 8.4 per cent. 

That 8.4 per cent is the total for 
the Navy as a whole. Each rating also 
has its own allowed CPO strength, 
and some of these are above their 
authorized allowance. For instance, 
as of 31 Dec 1954, AOC was over by 
87 per cent (1342 on board-716 re- 
quired), HMC was over by 56 per 
cent and BMC by 41.9 per cent. At 
the same time, other ratings are be- 
low strength. 

However, if these below-strength 
ratings were filled to the authorized 
limit, the actual CPO strength-al- 
ready over by about two per cent- 
would be four or five per cent over 
the authorized allowance. Yet P o l s  
must be advanced to make room for 
PO2s-and so on down the line. At 
the same time, a reasonable balance 
of ratings must be maintained. That’s 
where quota restrictions and the clos- 
ing of certain rates came into the 
picture. Temporarily shutting off or 
limiting advancements in topheavy 
ratings helped to restore balance to 
the rating structure. 

Now let’s look at the attrition an- 

gle: BuPers statistics show that ap- 
proximately 2400 CPOs will leave ac- 
tive service this fiscal year. In fiscal 
1956 some 2500 CPOs will leave the 
Navy after 20 years’ service, while 
the number leaving in 1958 will be 
approximately 3300. And in 1961 (20 
years after the start of World War ZZ) 
almost 8000 CPOs will “go out on 
twenty.’’ This increasing attrition rate 
at the top of the rating structure 
means an increasing amount of room 
for advancements. 

Here’s what’s behind the Navy’s 
current policy of staggering advance- 
ments. It’s as simple as target-leading 
-shoot where the target is going to 
be, not where it is. Under this setup 
approximately 2400 Pol-to-CPO ad- 
vancements could be made as a re- 
sult of the February 1955 exams- 
and made as the billets became open; 
under the previous system these ad- 
vancements would not have been 
made until the next February exam 
period (1956), after the billets had 
actually been open for some time. 

By combining the attrition rate 
for the next few years with the system 
of staggering advancements in rat- 
ing, you can see why the promotion 
picture gets brighter and brighter. 
For instance, the new PO3 of 1955 
will first be eligible for CPO about 
1959-the year some 3550 CPOs are 
expected to enter the Fleet Reserve. 
The non-rated man now in the first 
half of his first enlistment will have 
his time requirements for CPO about 
1960-the year some 3700 CPOs will 
be Fleet Reserve-bound. And those 
not making chief in 1959 or 1960 will 
have 1961 to look forward to-the 
year when more than 8000 CPOs 
will complete their “twenty.” 

What do you mean, ‘I see something’?“ 
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EVERY SAILOR became proficient in art of sewing and 
darning. Ditty box at right contains needed equipment. 

and prepared for days of drill and target practice. 
Our captain was heard to remark to some of his 

officers that he had been requested by bureau officers 
in Washington to give his men plenty of drill, and he 
was always a great one to follow orders. Almost every 
morning we raised our hook out of the mud and exer- 
cised the ship in tacking and wearing, in reefing bop- 
sails, and in taking down light yards and masts. At other 
tmes the daylight hours were passed in firing our broad- 
side guns at a triangular piece of canvas spread above 
a beef barrel, the ship running all the while as nearly 
in a circle as a sailing ship could be made to run. 

BEFORE TARGET PRACTICE, days had to be spent in care- 
ful and noisy preparations for preventing accidental 
fires-the ceremonial opening of the lead-lined maga- 
zine, the draping of fireproofed curtains, and the don- 
ning of special apparel for ammunition rooms. 

Then, when the ship was lolling ahead through the 
waves, the gun crews would be called to their stations, 
the heavy guns levered inboard by hand, the charge 
and saboted shot inserted in the muzzle, and the wad 

SAILMAKING class gave early recruit valuable experi- 
ence. This one was conducted on board USS Portsmouth. 

laboriously tamped, With the vent conscientiously filled 
with black powder, the guns would be run out with 
side tackles. Then came the anxious instant when gun 
captain, feet apart, lanyard in one hand with the other 
held high in the air,- gave on signal a sharp pull. 

If all the work had been handily performed, the 
powder bag pierced, and the vent laid perfectly, there 
would follow a deafening roar and the gun would jump 
the length of its hemp breeching like an angry mule. 
On a great curving trajectory the shot would approach 
the target in a skipping series of splashes. Considering 
that the ship was moving ahead all the while, and 
rolling from side to side, it was surprising the number 
of times that the gunners could hit the mark. A spell- 
bound “Ah!” would sound from the deck above, and 
from one of the tops would come a cry giving the range. 
That shot would have hit a ship! 

In those years the maritime safety of the American 
nation depended almost altogether upon the skill with 
which bewhiskered old gunners could hit a target with 
11-inch smoothbores such as those that jutted from the 
sides of Portsmouth. 

ractice that seemed to come 

partment or nook on Portsmouth in which we were not 
called to fight an imaginary fire, it must have been inside 
one of the full water tanks. Our backs were nearly 
broken straining at the pumps. As soon as it appeared 
that one fire was under control, the executive officer 
would inform us explosively through his trumpet that 
another fire had just been discovered in the forehold 
or some other place equally difficult to reach. All these 
drills, of course, were planned by the captain; but it 
seemed to us that the executive officer charged with 
carrying them out had his own ideas about staging them 
at midnight or when the watch was snoring below. 

SPARE HOURS BETWEEN DRILLS were taken up with 
boatwork under oars or sail, and at this I was never 
bored. Of course the vessel was scrubbed from stem 
to stern daily, until she gleamed with cleanliness. 

If it is true that a hard-worked ship is a happy ship, 
then we were a happy crowd. W e  sought our dream- 
sacks the moment hammock call was piped, and I would 
barely have time to ponder on the healthful salty life 
I was living before sleep would spring and hauI me 
down into unconsciousness. 

On Washington’s Birthday the order was piped, “All 
hands skylark!” 

Officers and men of the permanent crew contributed 
money for prizes. The apprentices engaged in obstacle 
races and pie-eating contests and competed in swimming, 
high diving, and wrestling. As a climax, there was a 
race between a whale-boat and a gig, and anobher be- 
tween boats manned respectively by marines and berth- 
deck cooks. 

The cooks were the favorites and won easily, to the 
great satisfaction of the deck department. The coxswain 
of the cooks’ crew was a man who was covered with 
coarse hair on every part of his body except his head, 
which was completely bald. He ascribed this to wearing 
a watch cap through a long period of years. He claimed 
that, if he wanted to, he could get rid of every hair on 
his body by wearing extra-heavy woolen underclothes. 
This statement was loudly scouted by “Scupper-mouth” 
Hilgard, a Scandinavian with a fine head of blond hair, 

ALL HANDS 

’ 

Another disheartening 
along far too often was R re drill. If there was a com- 









A SURE WAY TO GET THE WORD 
WMYMB1S TOBAY GET THE WORD THROUGH A&& #IIIN@$ 

The Bureau of Naval Personnel fnformation Bulletin, 
It's prepared and published for your benefit, and is  
distributed without charge to all ships and stations. 

A personal subscription is  available for you or members 
of your fgmily, Mail check or money order for $2.25 
for one year5 subscription to the Superintendent of 
Documento, Government Printing Office, Washington 25, 
D. C. Make your check or money order payable: to the 
Superintendent of Documents, 


